WALKER MILES

Downs, and that wonderful triangle whose apices
are Guildford and Leatherhead and Leith Hill; all
these, to his eternal honour, are marked with his
name.

The task which ,he undertook may be indicated
by the words with which he himself begins his
immortal work on the Surrey Hills. " It has been
remarked, and with much truth, that to anyone with
a good knowledge of our field paths and bridle roads,
England may be said to be one vast open space for
the enjoyment and recreation of its people. This
knowledge, however, is somewhat difficult of attain-
ment, owing mainly to the frequent absence of any
distinctive mark or indication by which a public
right-of-way may be known. Even the ordnance maps
afford no assistance in this direction." It was to
the spreading of this " good knowledge " that he
addressed himself. With consummate care and pre-
cision, he set himself to select from the vast complex
of footpaths the best and most interesting, to weave
them into continuous walks bearing a practical rela-
tion to the facilities for railway travel and food
supply, and then, by instructions which even the
most careless could hardly mistake, to lay them open
to his followers. We can picture him with his note-
book and compass, piecing together the stray and
apparently purposeless fragments of path which
abound in our country, harking back, altering,
revising, adding touches of detail ior the guidance of
the inexperienced, suppressing all superfluity, sparing
no pains in his effort to spread the good knowledge,
to reveal the vast open space for enjoyment and
recreation, and, in a very real sense, to restore
England to the English.
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